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Contributing Editors: 
Summer Balocan, Andie Kahakui, Kimi Koge, Nadine Kaneakua Long and  Scot Long 

February 2010 will commemorate IBEW 
Local Union 1357’s fourteenth election 
since its separation from IBEW Local 
1260 in December 1970. 
 
Article III, Section 4, paragraph (s), of 
the IBEW Local Union 1357 Bylaws 
states, “The Election Judge shall have 
mailed to all members no later than the 
15th calendar day of January of election 
year, a publication which shall list all 
candidates for Local Union Office (and 
candidates for delegates to the Interna-
tional Convention) together with a fac-
tual record of their activities within the 
Local Union. This publication shall be 
prepared under the supervision of the 
Election Board.” 
 
In this issue of the Kelepona Leo are the 
names of all candidates who have been 
nominated and are qualified to seek elec-
tion to positions as Local Union officers, 
Executive Board members and delegates 
to the 2011 IBEW International Conven-
tion, together with their photographs and 
a record of their activities within the 
local union, if available. Candidates are 
listed under the positions to which they 
have been nominated. 
 
In accordance with Article III, Section 6, 
of the Local Union 1357 Bylaws, “The 
Local Union Executive Board shall con-
sist of the President, Vice President, Re-
cording Secretary, Treasurer and seven 
(7) members to be elected as follows: 
one (1) from Micronesia, one (1) Hawaii 
County, one (1) from Kauai County, one 
(1) from Maui County and three (3) 
from Honolulu County (Oahu).”  Pursu-
ant to Article III, Section 5, paragraph 
(b), of the IBEW Local Union 1357 By-

laws, “The offices of Business Manager 
and Financial Secretary shall be com-
bined.” 
 
Article II, Section 8, paragraphs (a) and 
(b) of the IBEW Constitution, titled 
“International Convention”, states, 
“Each L.U. shall be entitled to the fol-
lowing: (a) One delegate for the first 250 
members, 1 delegate for each additional 
250 members or majority fraction 
thereof…” for local unions with mem-
berships of between 1 and 1,625 mem-
bers. Therefore, we are entitled to a total 
of 5 delegates. Also, as per Article VII, 
Section 3, of the IBEW Local Union 
1357 Bylaws, “The President and Busi-
ness Manager-Financial Secretary shall, 
by virtue of their offices, serve as dele-
gates to the International Convention.” 
 
All those elected shall serve for a term 
of three years. (Those already elected by 
affirmation are listed on page 8.) 
 
In accordance with Article XXI, Section 
3, of the IBEW Constitution, “Any 
member indebted to his L.U. for three 
months’ dues, or having any past due 
indebtedness to the I.B.E.W. for dues or 
assessments, shall stand suspended…
(However, when any “BA” member is 
working under an agreement requiring 
monthly payment of dues, a grace period 
of only twenty-one (21) days–after the 
first of the month following the indebt-
edness– shall be allowed…)” Therefore, 
only members whose dues are paid up 
through January 28, 2010, shall be eli-
gible to vote.  
 
If, for any reason, you have not had your 
union dues paid to Local 1357 through 

January 28, 2010, you will not be eligible 
to vote in these elections. 
 
All ballots shall be mailed to members not 
later than January 15, 2010. Members are 
urged to properly mark your ballot and 
return it, by mail, in the accompanying 
self-addressed, stamped envelope, as soon 
as possible. Ballots that are not received by 
the prescribed deadline, and ballots that are 
incorrectly marked, will be voided. Write-
in votes are not allowed. 
 
The Election Board will pick up the ballots 
at the Hawaiian Tel Federal Credit Union, 
King Street branch, on Friday, February 
19, 2010, and transport them to the Union 
Office for counting and tabulation. 
 
The Local Union President has appointed 
Krislyn Punsalan as the Election Judge, 
and the following members as Tellers: 
 
Troy Benevides Taiya Barona 
Taeu Brown Sean Cross 
Alika Eleneki Marsha Flazer 
Bernie Grace Stephanie Hao-Dahl 
Fran Kahikina Winona Lim 
Charlene Lorenzo Tammy Ludington 
Doreen Nohara Melvin Ogino 
Jan Ormand Kawai Smith 
Danette Victorino Alane Villamor. 
 
These members will be responsible for 
applying and enforcing the appropriate 
election provisions stipulated in our IBEW 
Constitution and Local Union Bylaws. 
 
Please follow the balloting instructions  
carefully. Your vote does make a differ-
ence. 
 
Mahalo from your Election Board. 

Local Union Elections 
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Candidates for President/International Convention Delegate 

Carolyn “Archie” 
Genovia 
Initiation Date: 5-01-1974 
 
· Executive Board Re-

cording Secretary, 
1998-2007 

· Recorder/Member By-Laws Committee, 
1998-2007 

· Recorder/Member Policy Committee, 
1998-2007 

· Trustee/Recorder IBEW Insurance 
Trust, 1998-2007 

· Trustee/Recorder IBEW Building Cor-
poration, 1998-2007 

· Coordinator/Trainer, Units Executive 
Committees Training, 2002 

· Member Unit 1 Executive Committee, 
2001-2004 

· Unit 1 Sports Committee Representa-
tive, 2000-2007 

· Member, Political Action Committee, 
2001-2004 

· Delegate, 36th International Conven-
tion, San Francisco, 2001 

· Member, GTE Hawaiian Telephone 
Negotiations Committee, 1999 

· Recorder/Member Union By-Laws & 
Resolutions Committee, 1998-2007 

· Delegate, 9th District Progress Meeting 
1999, 2000, 2003 

· Delegate, 9th District Women’s Confer-
ence, 1999, 2000, 2003 

· Delegate, Officers Training, 1998 

Ted M. Furukado 
Initiation Date: 10-01-1979 
 
· President, 2007-present 
· Executive Board Mem-

ber, 2001-2007 
· Chief Shop Steward, 

2000-present 
· Negotiations (Hawaiian Telcom) Com-

mittee Member, 2007, 2008 
· Effects Bargaining (Verizon Hawaii 

Pre-Sale) Committee Member, 2004 
· Negotiations (Verizon Hawaii) Com-

mittee Member, 2002 
· CNMI (Commonwealth of Northern 

Mariana Islands, Saipan, Unit 10) Fa-
cilitating/Organizing, 2009 

· Shop Steward, 1997-2000 
· Chairman Unit 3, 2001-present 
· Vice Chairman Unit 3, 2001 
· Executive Committee Member Unit 3, 

1998-2000 
· Insurance Trust Trustee, 2001-present 
· Building Corporation Trust Trustee, 

2001-present 
· IBEW Telecommunications Leadership 

Forum Delegate, 2009 
· LCIF (Local Common Interest Forum 

Hawaiian Telcom/Union) Particpant, 
2009 

· IBEW BMT (Broadcast, Manufacturing 
and Telecommunications) Conference/
TCC-2 (Telephone Coordinating Coun-
cil) Delegate, 2008 

· IBEW 37th International Convention 
Delegate, 2006 

· Unit Expenses/Minutes Preparation 
Training Facilitator, 2008 

· Executive Board Bylaws Committee 
Member, 2004 

· COEI Labor Optimization/CFT (Cross 
Functional Team) Member 1995-2005 

· COEI Labor Optimization/CFT Leader, 
1997-2003 

· AIR (Appreciative Issue Resolution) 

Facilitator, 1999 
· Hawaii Island DLMF (Dept. Labor 

Mgmt. Forum) Co-Leader, 2003-2005 
· IBEW 1357 Scholarship Golf Tourna-

ment Fundraiser Volunteer, 2008 
· IBEW 1357/Hawaiian Telcom Food 

Bank Golf Tournament Fundraiser Vol-
unteer, 2009 

(Ted M. Furukado, continued) 
· Shop Steward, 1990-2007 
· Chairperson, Unit 9 sports committee, 

1997-1999 
· Member/Recorder, Statewide Sports 

Committee, 1990-2007 
· Member, Communications Council 

(Kelepono Leo) 1998-2004 
· Member, Labor Day Picnic Commit-

tee, 1992-1993 
· Member, Labor Day Celebration Host 

Committee, 1992-2000 
· Vice Chairperson/Executive Commit-

tee Member Unit 9, 1992-1994 
· Recorder/Executive Committee Mem-

ber Unit 9, 1990-1992 
· Delegate, State Telephone Confer-

ence, 1991 
· IBEW Representative, GTE - Em-

ployee Involvement Coordinating And 
Steering Committees, 1990 

· Chairperson, Unit 9 Christmas Com-
mittee, 1992-1993 

· Co-Chairperson Oahu Volleyball 
League, 1983-1985 

· Co-Chairperson Oahu Basketball 
League, 1983-1985 

· Co-Chairperson, Statewide Softball 
Tournament & Banquet, 1979, 1990 

· Member, Unit 9 Picnic Committee, 
1985 

· Recording Secretary/Treasurer/
Member, Statewide Basketball/
Volleyball Tournament and Banquet, 
1979 

· Member, Statewide Mix Volleyball 
Tournament Committee, 1975 

(Carolyn “Archie” Genovia, continued) 

Liane Miwa 
Initiation Date: 7-01-1981 
 
· Shop Steward, 1989 

Page 2 

No Picture 
Available 
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Candidates for Vice President 

Thomas F. Grogan 
Initiation Date: 2-01-1980 
 
· Vice-President, 2007-

present 
· Chief Shop Steward, 

2007-present 
· Scholarship Golf Tournament, Co-

Chair, 2008 
· IBEW/Hawaiian Telcom Foodbank 

Golf Tournament, Co-Chair, 2009 
· Bankruptcy/Pension Bargaining Com-

mittee, 2009 
· Negotiations Committee, 2007; 2008 
· Shop Steward, 1997-2000; 2005-2007 

George K. Stender, Jr. 
Initiation Date: 1-01-1966 
 
· President, Executive 

Board, 1998-2007 
· Member, By-Laws 

Committee, 1998-2007 
· Member, Policies Committee, 1998-

2007 
· Trustee Insurance Trust, 1998-2007 
· Trustee, Building Corporation, 1998-

2007 
· Member, Sports Committee, 1998-2007 
· Member, Training Committee, 1998-

2007 
· Chief Shop Steward, 1998-2003 
· Shop Steward, 1990-1998 
· Member, Verizon Hawaii Negotiation 

Committee, 2002 
· Attendee, 9th District Progress Meeting, 

2003 
· Delegate, 36th International Conven-

tion, 2001 

Valerie Ramos 
Initiation Date: 5-01-1997 

Candidates for Business  
Manager-Financial Secretary/

International Convention Delegate 

Scot Long 
Initiation Date: 7-01-1986 
 
· Business Manager-

Financial Secretary, 
2004-present 

· Local Union Repre-
sentative, 1999-2004 

· Local Union Vice President, Executive 
Board, 1998-1999 

· Chief Shop Steward, 1998-1999 
· Chairman/Lead Negotiator, Hawaiian 

Telcom Negotiations Committee, 2007, 
2008 

· Chairman/Lead Negotiator, Microne-
sian Telecommunications Corporation 
Negotiations Committee, 2005, 2008 

· Chairman, Verizon Hawaii/Hawaiian 
Telcom Effects Bargaining Committee, 
2004 

· Member, Verizon Hawaii Negotiations 
Committee, 2001 

· Member, GTE Hawaiian Telephone 
Negotiations Committee, 1999 

· Member, GTE Americast Negotiations 
Committee, 1998, 2000 

· Member, MTC Negotiations Commit-
tee, 1998 

· President, Hawaii State Association of 
Electrical Workers, 2006-present 

· Member, Hawaii State Association of 
Electrical Workers Organizing Commit-
tee, 1999-present 

· Coordinator, Guam Organizing Cam-
paign, 2003-2004 

Roger Lacuesta 
Initiation Date: 2-01-1979 
 
· Executive Board 

Treasurer, 2007-
present 

· Unit 9 Chairman, 2007 
· Unit 9 Executive Committee 2006-

2007; 2008 
· Shop Steward, 1997-1999; 2006-2008 

· Member, Unit 1 Executive Committee, 
1998-1999 

· Member IBEW LU 1357 Retirees 
Club, 2003 

· Volunteer, Hale O Hauoli Retirement 
Home Christmas Committee, 2000-
2003 

· Union Presenter, Employee Empower-
ment Program - Oahu, 1997 

· Union Delegate, Employee Empower-
ment Conference, 1997 

· Picket Captain, 1974  

(George K. Stender, Jr., continued) 

(Continued on page 4, Scot Long) 

Page 3 
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George Waialeale 
Initiation Date: 12-01-1967 
 
· Business Manager-

Financial Secretary, 
1989-1998 

· Treasurer, Hawaii 
State Electrical Association, 1989-1998 

· Delegate, IBEW International Conven-
tion, 1991, 1996 

· Member, Hawaii State Electrical Asso-
ciation, 1989-1998 

· Chairman, IBEW Local 1357 Political 
Action Committee, 1989-1998 

Candidates for Treasurer 

John Silva 
Initiation Date: 5-01-1979 
 
· Executive Board Mem-

ber, 2007-present 
· Unit 1 Vice Chairman, 2007-present 
· Unit 1 Executive Committee Member, 

2004-2007 
· Shop Steward, 1990-present 

No Picture 
Available 

Jeremiah “Jerry” 
Genovia 
Initiation Date: 1-01-1968 
 
· Business Manager 
· Assistant Business 

Manager 
· Executive Board Member 
· Trustee Building Corp 
· Trustee Insurance Trust 
· Negotiation Committee Member 
· Shop Steward 
· Chief Shop Steward 
· Unit Chairman 
· Unit Executive Committee Member 

· Delegate, Strategic Campaigns Work-
shop/9th District Organizers Training, 
2004 

· 9th District New Organizers Training, 
2008 

· Delegate, IBEW Membership Devel-
opment Conference, 2006, 2007, 2009 

· Delegate, 9th District Organizers Con-
ference, 2004-present 

· Member, IBEW Code of Excellence 
Steering Committee, 2007-present 

· Chairman, Political Action Commit-
tee, 2004-present 

· Member, Political Action Committee, 
1998-2004 

· Election Events Coordinator, Political 
Action Committee, 1998-present 

· Delegate, Annual COPE Political/
Legislative Conference, 2000, 2007 

· Delegate, Telephone Coordinating 
Council No. 2, 2004-2005 

· Delegate, IBEW International Con-
vention, 2001, 2006 

· Delegate, 9th District Business Man-
agers Meeting, 2004-present 

· Member, 9th District Progress Meet-
ing Host Committee, 1999, 2003, 
2004, 2007 

· Delegate, 9th District Progress Meet-
ing, 1999, 2003, 2007 

· Executive Board Member, Hawaii 
State AFL-CIO Council of Affiliates, 
2004-present 

· Representative, Hawaii State AFL-
CIO Council of Affiliates, 1998-2004 

· Member, Labor’s Community Ser-
vices Liaison Committee, 1999-2001 

· Member, Hawaii State AFL-CIO La-
bor Day Committee, 1999-2002 

· Co-Chairman, IBEW 1357/Verizon 
Hawaii Read to Me International Golf 
Tournament, 2000 

· Chairman, IBEW 1357 Scholarship 
Golf Tournament, 2002, 2003 

· Co-Chairman, American Cancer Soci-
ety Relay for Life, 2003, 2004 

Candidates for Business Manager-Financial Secretary/  
International Convention Delegate, continued 

(Scot Long, continued from page 3) 

Page 4 
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Candidates for Executive Board 
Member - Hawaii County 

McKay Haiku 
Initiation Date: 9-01-1980 
 
· Executive Board Re-

cording Secretary, 
2007-present 

· Unit 3, Vice Chairman, 
2007-present 

· Unit 3, Executive Committee Member, 
2004-2007 

Michele Hernandez 
Initiation Date: 3-01-1977 
 
· Unit 9 Executive Com-

mittee Member, 2007-
present 

· Unit 9 Recorder, 2004-
2007 

· Unit 9 Committee Member, 2003-2004 

Celeste K. Lacuesta 
Initiation Date: 4-01-1998 
 
· Unit 9 Recorder, 2007 
· Shop Steward, 2006-

2008 

Steven “Steve” Canales 
Initiation Date: 12-01-1980 
 
· Vice Chairman, Unit 9, 

1989-1992 
· Shop Steward, 1986-

2003; 2003-present 

Kau�i Poaha 
Initiation Date: 6-01-1978 
 
· Assistant to Election 

Judge, 2007 
· Trial Board, 2007 
· Unit 9 Recorder, 

2008-present 

Rachelle Rodrigues 
Initiation Date: 2-01-1991 
 
· Shop Steward, 1991-

1996; 1998-2007 
· Political Action Com-

mittee, Member, 1998-
2001 

· Election Committee, 2004, 2007 

Candidates for Executive Board Member -  
Honolulu County (Oahu) 

Lola Tanodra 
Initiation Date: 2-01-1976 

No Picture 
Available 

Karenann Wedge 
Initiation Date: 7-01-1979 
 
· Unit 1 Recorder, 1987-

1989 
· Unit 1 Executive Committee Member, 

1990, 2007-2009 
· Shop Steward, 1985-1998 
· Chief Shop Steward, 1998-2009 
· Political Action Committee, 1984-

present 
· Executive Board Member, 1998-2001, 

2007-present 
· Insurance Trust Trustee, 1998-2001, 

2007-present 
· Building Corp Trustee, 1998-2001, 

2007-present 
· Election Board, 1986, 1989, 1992 
· Election Judge, 1995, 2001 

No Picture 
Available 

Albert “Bert” Suguitan 
Initiation Date: 10-01-1978 
 
· Shop Steward, 1983-

1997 
· Chief Shop Steward, 

1997-2004 

JoAnne Nohara 
Initiation Date: 4-01-1977 
 
· Recorder Pro-Tem, 

Unit 1 Executive 
Committee, 2009-
present 

· Shop Steward, 2007-present 

David Faust, Jr. 
Initiation Date: 4-01-1998 
 
· Vice Chairman, Unit 6, 

2004-present 

No Picture 
Available 

Kevin Felix 
Initiation Date: 6-01-1977 
 
· Chairman, Unit 5, 1998-

present 
· Recorder, Unit 5, 1997-1998 

No Picture 
Available 
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Julia Ann Kaupu  
Initiation Date: 7-01-1971 
· Assistant Business Man-

ager, 2004-2007; 2007-
2009 

· Local Union Representa-
tive, 1987-1989, 1998-
2004 

· Recording Secretary, Executive Board, 
2007 

· Treasurer, Executive Board, 1992-1995 
· Chairperson, By-Laws & Resolution 

Committee, 1982-1986, 1992-1995 
· Chairperson, State Telephone Confer-

ence Hilo Committee, 1984 
· Director, IBEW LU 1357 Building Cor-

poration, 1980-1986, 1992-1995 
· Trustee, IBEW LU 1357 Insurance 

Trust, 1980-1986, 1992-1995 
· Delegate, TCC-2, 1990-1995 
· Delegate, International Convention, 

1986, 1991, 2001, 2006 
· Delegate, 9th District Progress Meeting, 

1983, 1984, 1985, 1998, 1999, 2003, 
2007 

· Delegate, State Telephone Conference, 
1976-1988 

· Shop Steward, 1975-1987, 1993-1998 
· Recorder, Unit 1 Executive Committee, 

1976-1979 
· Recorder, Unit 3 Executive Committee, 

1986-1987, 1991-1992, 1995-1998 
· Member, TCC-2 Goals Committee, 

1995 
· Member, Executive Board-Hawaii, 

1980-1986 
· Member, Unit 3 Executive Committee, 

1980-1983, 1989-1995 
· Member, Hawaiian Telcom Negotia-

tions, 2007, 2008 
· Member, GTE Hawaiian Tel Negotia-

tions Committee, 1982, 1985, 1988, 
1999 

· Member, Verizon Hawaii Negotiation 
Committee, 2002 

· Member, Hourly Job Evaluation Com-
mittee, 1987 

· Member, State Telephone Conference 
Committee, 1980-1982, 1987-1988 

· Member, Election Board, 1976 

Candidates for International  
Convention Delegate 

Kimi L.N. Koge 
Initiation Date: 5-01-1981 
 
· Local Union Represen-

tative, 2007-present 
· Local Union Organizer, 

2007-present 
· Negotiations Committee Member, 2007, 

2008 
· Chief Shop Steward, 2004-2005 
· Co-Chair, IBEW 1357/Hawaiian Tel-

com Food Bank Golf Tournament, 2009 
· Co-Chair, IBEW Scholarship Golf 

Tournament, 2008 
· Facilitator, Cross Functional Team, 

2002-2005 
· Member, National Steering Committee 

(CFT), 2002-2005 
· Delegate, Membership Development 

Conference, 2007, 2009 
· Delegate, 9th District New Organizers 

Training, 2008 

Andie Kahakui 
Initiation Date: 9-01-1987 
 
· Local Union Represen-

tative, 2007-2009 
· Negotiations Commit-

tee Member, 2007, 
2008 

· Assistant Business Manager, 2009-
present 

Steven “Steve” Canales 
Initiation Date: 12-01-1980 
 
(See Profile under Candidates for Executive 
Board Member - Honolulu County (Oahu) 
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Aurora Emil 
Initiation Date: 1-01-2000 
 

 

No Picture 
Available 

David Faust, Jr. 
Initiation Date: 4-01-1998 
 

(See Profile under Candidates for  
Executive Board Member - Hawaii County) 

Jeremiah “Jerry” Genovia 
Initiation Date: 1-01-1968 
 

(See Profile under  
Candidates for Treasurer) 

Thomas F. Grogan 
Initiation Date: 2-01-1980 
 

(See Profile under  
Candidates for Vice President) 

McKay Haiku 
Initiation Date: 9-01-1980 
 

(See Profile under Candidates for  
Executive Board Member - Hawaii County) 

· Member, Labor Community Services 
Committee, 2000-2009 

(Julia Ann Kaupu, continued) 

Celeste K. Lacuesta 
Initiation Date: 4-01-1998 
 
(See Profile under Candidates for Executive 
Board Member - Honolulu County (Oahu) 

Juan Manibusan 
Initiation Date: 9-01-1992 
 

 

No Picture 
Available 

Sean Marsh 
Initiation Date: 11-01-2000 
 
· Executive Committee, 

Unit 6, 2004-2009 

No Picture 
Available 

Page 6 



 

 

Allen Yamashita 
Initiation Date: 3-01-1970 
 
· Senior Local Union 

Representative, 2004-
present 

· Local Union Repre-
sentative, 1986-2004 

· Temporary Local Union Representative, 
1985-1986 

· Chairman, Unit 1 Easter Egg Hunt 
Committee, 1984, 1985, 1986 

· Chairman, Officers Training Commit-
tee, 1983 

· Chairman, Executive Board Policies 
Committee, 1980 

· Vice Chairman, Insurance Trust, 1980 
· Member, Executive Board-Oahu, 1980-

1985 
· Recorder, Unit 1 Executive Committee, 

1980 
· Member, Unit 1 Executive Committee, 

1978 
· Picket Captain, Hawaiian Tel Negotia-

tions Strike Committee, 1974 
· Shop Steward, 1972-1986 
· Delegate, 9th District Progress Meeting, 

1982, 1985, 1988, 1998, 1999, 2007 
· Delegate, International Convention, 

1982, 1985, 1988, 1996, 2001 
· Delegate, State Telephone Conference, 

1978, 1979, 1982, 1988 
· Photographer, IBEW LU 1357, 1978-

1998 
· Member, Negotiations Committee, 

1978, 1980, 1988, 1999, 2001, 2004, 

Candidates for International  
Convention Delegate, continued 

JoAnne Nohara 
Initiation Date: 4-01-1977 
 
(See Profile under Candidates for Executive 
Board Member - Honolulu County (Oahu) 

Kau�i Poaha 
Initiation Date: 6-01-1978 
 
(See Profile under Candidates for Executive 
Board Member - Honolulu County (Oahu) 

Rachelle Rodrigues 
Initiation Date: 2-01-1991 
 
(See Profile under Candidates for Executive 
Board Member - Honolulu County (Oahu) 

Augustin Romolor 
Initiation Date: 1-01-1999 
 

 

No Picture 
Available 

Barbara Romolor 
Initiation Date: 8-01-1992 
 

 

No Picture 
Available 

John Silva 
Initiation Date: 5-01-1979 
 

(See Profile under  
Candidates for Treasurer) 

George K. Stender, Jr. 
Initiation Date: 1-01-1966 
 

(See Profile under  
Candidates for Vice President) 

Albert “Bert” Suguitan 
Initiation Date: 10-01-1978 
 
(See Profile under Candidates for Executive 
Board Member - Honolulu County (Oahu) 

Karenann Wedge 
Initiation Date: 7-01-1979 
 
(See Profile under Candidates for Executive 
Board Member - Honolulu County (Oahu) 

2007, 2008 
· Member, Hurricane Iwa Relief Fund 

Committee, 1983 
· Member/Chairman, Unit 1 Labor Day 

Picnic Committee, 1983, 1985, 1986 
· Member, March of Dimes Walk 

America Committee, 1983, 1985, 
1987 

· Member, Golf Tournament Commit-
tee, 1983-1988 

· Coordinator, Safety Committee, 2002-
present 

· Coordinator, Aloha United Way, 
2002-present 

· Member, Labor’s Community Ser-
vices, 2002-present 

· Member, Unit 1 Christmas Party Com-
mittee, 1986, 1987, 1988 

· Member, Political Action Committee, 
2004-present 

· Delegate, TCC-2, 2004 

(Allen Yamashita, continued…) 
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Members on Military Leave 
 

Article XII, Section 10, of the IBEW Constitution reads, in part, “Any member holding good 
standing immediately prior to the first of the month in which the member enters the military ser-
vice for the first time or is recalled to such military service, under the laws of the United States 
or Canada, shall be issued a Military Service Card by the F.S. of his L.U. on application by such 
member. … During the period that any member holds a valid Military Service Card, such mem-
ber shall not be required to pay dues or per capita tax, but shall retain all membership privileges, 
including, but not limited to, eligibility to be a candidate for L.U. office or for International 
Convention delegate.  In addition, all “A” members holding a valid Military Service Card shall 
maintain their continuous good standing and entitlement to all “A” members’ benefits provided 
by the Pension Benefit Fund.” 

 
Some basic rules are, any member requesting a Military Card must provide the Local Union with a copy of his/her 
military orders.  Such member must be ordered to perform the duty as opposed to volunteering, and the period of 
duty must be at least 90 days or more.  The member must also provide the Local Union with a copy of his/her dis-
charge papers (form DD214) within 60 days of release from the military, and the member must not have reentered 
or reenlisted in the military since his/her last Military Card was issued.  (Please refer to Article XII, Section 10, of 
the IBEW Constitution for further details.) 
 
If you will be going out on military leave and wish to preserve your rights as an IBEW member, please call the 
Union Office (941-7761 or 1-800-994-4239) to request an application for a Military Service Card. 

New Retiree Dental Option 
 
We are pleased to announce an additional option for retirees who enroll in the Local 1357 Retiree Dental Plan.  Currently, 
retirees have two options: 
1) the Gentle Dental plan; 
2)  the Hawaii Dental Service (HDS) plan. 
 
1) The Gentle Dental plan is more commonly referred to as a Dental Maintenance Organization (DMO).  When a re-
tiree selects this plan, they must use the Gentle Dental facilities located on their island or in their locality.  They are not able 
to use any dentist outside of Gentle Dental unless the retiree is referred by Gentle Dental’s office to a specific dentist or spe-
cialist.  This plan offers a fixed co-payment for the office visit and services. 
 
2) The HDS plan is a freedom of choice (dentist), fee for service plan and permits the member more flexibility.  The 
HDS plan includes a 30% co-payment by the member for diagnostic and preventative services, and a 50% co-payment for 
other services such as repairing cavities, providing crowns, or gum surgery. 
 
New Low-Option Plan 
HDS has agreed to offer a low-option plan at approximately a 50% reduction in the premium rate.  This low-option plan is 
being offered in response to members’ requests for lower costs.  This option will allow the individual to have an annual 
exam and two cleanings per calendar year.  However, there is no coverage for major services such as repair of cavities, den-
tures or bridges, and gum surgery.  
 
For a comparison between the low and high-option plans offered by HDS, or if you wish to take advantage of this new low-
option plan, please contact Helen Madarang at the Union Office (941-7761 or 1-800-994-4239) and she will assist you in the 
enrollment. 
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Safe Driving is “YOUR” Responsibility 
By: Local Union Representative Kimi Koge 
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A New Year 
By: Assistant Business Manager Andie Kahakui 

Happy New Year to everyone!  I think most of us can agree that 
2009 was a year of “repositioning” ourselves.   Hawaiian Tel-
com has a new look, new branding, new spirit mark “WE GO!”  
We had to start back at the basics and learn to do the fundamen-
tals all over again, which was a bitter pill to swallow for some of 
us.  We have quite a bit of work left to do, but we can be proud 
of the progress that we have made so far. 
 
In the Retail channel, the sales consultants overcame a challeng-
ing period with the closing of 3 stores in June and the loss of 
fellow employees to different departments.  However, they con-
tinued to optimize each and every customer and have done an 
amazing job in the re-launching of our HT wireless product.  
The retail staff has a tough job being face-to-face with custom-
ers, but is always up for the challenge and, hopefully, with 
NGTV on its way soon, they look forward to servicing our cus-
tomers even more in 2010. 
 
Our Consumer Call Center has probably faced the most chal-
lenges in 2009, but has made the most progress and they should 
be proud of themselves for all their focus and determination.  
The CSSC has made their BOA (answer time) for 4 months in a 

row and it is not by accident.  Getting back 
to basics, listening to our customers and 
providing great customer service should 
always be our goal, and our reps in the Call 
Center have done just that!  Our Consumer 
Sales Consultants are an amazing group of 
talented individuals and are very good at 
what they do.  Although this sales environ-
ment has its pressures, the morale has 
greatly improved and the reps have found a 
happy balance by inserting some fun back in the Center.  Man-
agement has also recognized the importance of listening and 
including the ideas and suggestions of its employees, which has 
been critical to the improvements made in the Center.  This is a 
great foundation to build upon going forward into the New Year. 
 
What will 2010 bring?  I believe each and every one of us is 
responsible for our own destiny and we are accountable for our 
actions.  I hope we all will look at 2010 as our opportunity to 
make a personal difference and to create positive experiences for 
our Customers, our Co-workers, our Families, and our Com-
pany. 
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Volume 7 Issue 1 January 2010 

Promotions 
By: Business Manager/Financial Secretary Scot Long 

 
I have named Andie Kahakui as my Assistant Business Manager, effective December 20, 2009. 
 
Andie has been on staff since March 2007 and has been an instrumental part of two negotiating teams. She is also the Lo-
cal Union’s Registrar and a sitting member of our Political Action Committee, and has been tasked with helping the Local 
promote the HE’E program. 
 
Besides administering the contract on a daily basis, Andie has been critical in her support of members in Retail, CSSC and 
the BSC. Andie will be broadening her scope of responsibility with Network Operations, as well as increasing her internal 
Local Union responsibilities. 
 
Please take the time to congratulate Andie Kahakui. 
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The January 18th 
membership meeting 
has been changed to 
Monday, January 25, 
2010. 
 

The February 15th 
membership meeting 
has been changed to 
Monday, February 
22, 2010. 


