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Aloha sisters and brothers,

On April 14 Super Typhoon Sinlaku rolled over the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands with widespread rain and flooding along with
destructive winds. What is being called the strongest storm on Earth so far this
year produced winds of 185 mph as it neared the islands of Rota, Tinian and
Saipan. The storm was moving so slowly, Saipan was experiencing storm
conditions 3 days later and a government Shelter in Place order was still in effect.
An Island wide power outage along with no running water went on for days.
Power and water are slowly being restored; however, most people are still
without both basic necessities. Restoration efforts are being hampered by roads
that are blocked by debris and downed utility poles. All our members are safe and
no deaths from this storm have been reported.

Typhoons are very common in the Pacific. This is the third typhoon to hit the
CNMI since 2015. In 2018 Typhoon Yutu made landfall in Saipan as a Category 5
storm, which caused major damage then, but as our members tell me it is nothing
like the destruction left by Super Typhoon Sinlaku with its immense size and how
slowly it moved over the island. Saipan was still recovering from Super Typhoon
Yutu when the coronavirus pandemic hit in 2020 and the economy has yet to
rebound six years later.

The impact of Sinlaku will be felt throughout the CNMI for quite some time. It will
take many months for them to recover and weeks before power and running
water are restored throughout the island. All three of our members’ homes were
damaged or destroyed, and their personal belongings lost. Our members in
Saipan remain positive and vigilant in these tough times, however they need
assistance. | have informed Ninth District Vice President Reaves of the situation
and asked him if he could request assistance from the IBEW Unity Fund to help
our sisters and brothers in the CNMI.

Closer to home, the recent storms that battered our state were some of the worst
we have seen in a long time. As | mentioned last month, the Labor Community
Services Program and the Hawaii Employees Lifeline Program are making funds
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available to assist union members whose primary homes were severely damaged
in the recent storms. If you have suffered severe damage, please contact our
office so we can fill out and submit the forms for you.

Those recent storms have also brought an abundance of overtime for our
members. We all take pride in the work we do to connect our communities to the
world, but don’t let that work ethic get in the way of working safely. Please work
safely and be aware of your limitations. Let your supervisors know if you are tired
or need a day off and/or are unable to work the overtime. The most important
part of your day is coming home to your family safe and sound.

The Executive Board appointed Melbert Ulep from Unit 2 to the board as the
Maui Board Member, a seat that was vacant due to Brother Butch Simpson’s
sudden passing. Brother Ulep has been a 1357 member for 12 years and has been
involved in his unit for some time. Congratulations Melbert!

In Solidarj

Troy Benevyid
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